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E-ONE Announces Acquisition of “Water Master™ - Vacuum Tankers”

Ocala, FL (April 23, 2009) – E-ONE acquired the “Water Master - Vacuum Tanker” product line
from Southern Fire Equipment in Hattiesburg, MS, on Tuesday.  

The unique, self-filling vacuum tankers were developed by Reggie Ridgway, a volunteer Fire
Chief who spent years researching and designing the Water Master tankers after his own
frustrating experiences losing homes to fires in rural areas with limited water supply.

“The inadequate conventional tanker water shuttle that my department was using required too
much equipment and too many firefighters,” said Reggie Ridgway, Chief of the Central Lamar
VFD and co-owner of Southern Fire Equipment, LLC.  “I looked around for a better way, saw
how industry was moving their water with efficient vacuum technology, designed a vacuum
tanker to suit the needs of the Fire Service and the Water Master was born.”

“Water Master” features a unique self-filling vacuum system which can load 3500 gallons of
water in under 3 minutes and dump in under 2 minutes without the use of a Class A pump. 

Water Master tankers can self-fill from up to three suction inlets using almost any alternative
water source including ponds, rivers, lakes, ditches and swimming pools.  Tank sizes are
available from 2000 to 4000 gallons and are offered with a 460 cubic feet per minute vacuum
pump as standard, allowing one operator to deliver more than 250 gallons per minute in a
typical three mile shuttle.  

“We are excited to add Water Master, ‘the ultimate water delivery machine,’ to our full line of
mission critical vehicles.  Utilizing the Water Master technology, E-ONE can now provide fire
departments with the ability to deliver water to the scene from any alternative water source with
more than twice the efficiency of standard tankers,” said Peter Guile, CEO of E-ONE.  

“Water Master” demonstrations will be held outside the entrance to Lucas Oil Stadium during the
2009 Fire Department Instructors’ Conference.  There are currently approximately 300 Water
Master vacuum tankers in service throughout the U.S. and Canada.

Reggie Ridgway, Richard O’Neal and Lance Chancellor will be joining the E-ONE team from
Southern Fire Equipment, providing sales, service and training support of Water Master for the
E-ONE dealer network and continuing support for Water Master’s in service.

For more information visit www.thewatermaster.com.
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E-ONE will also debut the new HP 78 featuring a 750 lb tip load, in booth 9104 at Lucas Oil
Stadium.  Other products in the booth will include: the Tradition ES Tell Us Your Story contest
unit on a 4-door International® chassis; Glendale, AZ, 550 gallon mid-engine pumper on a
Hush® chassis; Glendale, AZ, 100’ Platform on a Quest® chassis; Little Rock, AR, HP 100 on
CII® chassis; McMinn, TN, top mount Tradition® pumper on a Typhoon® chassis; Montreal,
Quebec, enclosed top mount pumper on a CII chassis; and Colleton County, SC, tandem axle
rescue on an International chassis.

As a leading manufacturer of  first  responder vehicles,  E-ONE engineers,  manufactures and
markets mission-critical vehicles including custom and commercial pumpers and tankers, aerial
ladders and platforms, command and communication apparatus, quick attack units, industrial
trucks, and aircraft rescue firefighting vehicles.  The company sells its products world-wide and
is  headquartered  in  Ocala,  Florida.   E-ONE is  an  ISO  9001  registered  and  CCC certified
manufacturer.  For more information, visit www.e-one.com.
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